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Chapter 1:1-6

Welcome to our new bible study in the book of Revelation. | do ask for your prayers as
we go through this book, because at the end of the book, there is warning:

T Rev 22:18-19 For | testify to everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of
this book: If anyone adds to these things, God will add to him the plagues that
are written in this book; and if anyone takes away from the words of the book of
this prophecy, God shall take away his part from the Book of Life, from the holy
city, and from the things which are written in this book.

Now, I don’t say this to scare you away from the book of Revelation, but with this book,
or any book of the Bible that I teach on, | do not ever want to add or take away anything
from God’s word. My prayer is that | can teach God’s word in truth, being directed by the
Holy Spirit, and that all who read these studies will be blessed and strengthened as
believers, and that the lost would be saved through God’s word through these studies and
as they are posted on the Internet. May the Lord receive all the glory for this website and
all the teachings here, never me!

Note that all scripture is from the NKJV of the bible, unless otherwise noted.
So let’s get started in the book of Revelation.

The first thing to note is that it’s called the book of Revelation, not Revelations.
There is no “s” at the end, so as you are talking about the book, make sure you call it by
its proper name.

Second, this book of the bible has a blessing to those who read it.

3/ Rev 1:3 Blessed is he who reads and those who hear the words of this prophecy,
and keep those things which are written in it; for the time is near.

So if you want to be blessed by the Lord, then read the book of Revelation all the way
through “Blessed is he who reads”, as well as “hear the words of this prophecy, and
keep those things which are written in it”. This is God’s word saying this, not me and
we know that God can not lie, and this book was given so that we can all be blessed who
read it, hear it and keep the things written in it. You have God’s word on it!

So who wrote the book of Revelation?
Verse one tells us.



% Rev 1:1 The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave Him to show His
servants--things which must shortly take place. And He sent and signified it by
His angel to His servant John,

The Apostle John wrote the book and was given to him by God’s angel. “He sent and
signified it by His angel to His servant John” (underlined for emphasis)

So, which John in the bible was this?
It was “John the beloved” who wrote the gospel of John

When was the book of Revelation written?
Every commentary | read is in agreement that it was written about 96 A.D.

If you are reading from the King James Bible or some other versions, the title may say in
your bible: “The Revelation of St. John ”. This was a title given to it by man, but the first
thing this book states, and makes it clear is Who’s revelation it was.

% The Revelation of Jesus Christ

So in the very first verse of the book, we have whose revelation it is “The Revelation of
Jesus Christ”

Who gave it to Jesus Christ “which God gave Him”

Why God gave it to Jesus Christ “to show His servants--things which must shortly take
place.”

And who wrote the book and how it was given to him “And He sent and signified it by
His angel to His servant John”

So why are we all so fascinated with this book anyway? After all, there are 65 other
books in the bible, but as soon as you mention a study on the book of Revelation, people
stop and listen and invite others to church, because they know it’s going to be a good
study. It is a great book in the bible to study, but then so are all the other 65 books in the
bible, and if you think about it, if there was no Genesis, there would not be a Revelation.

Some people also see this book as written in some sort of code with a bunch of
symbolisms, and they are afraid to study this book because they just don’t seem to
understand what it all means. But as you are reading through this book, one of the first
things you will notice is that Jesus wants us all to understand and even gives a short
commentary on some of things written. Here is one example:

3/ Revelation 1:20 The mystery of the seven stars which you saw in My right
hand, and the seven golden lampstands: The seven stars are the angels of the
seven churches, and the seven lampstands which you saw are the seven
churches.

Also as you are reading this book, you must remember that it was about 2000 years ago.
At this time, there were no such things as planes or fighter jets, no rockets or adam



bombs. There was no TV or satellites or computers or cell phones or internet. There
wasn’t even any electricity, all sorts of things that we take for granted today never even
existed 2000 years ago. If you think about it, a lot of the things we call common now a
day, like cell phone, computers, the Internet etc... were not around 40 years ago.

So imagine trying to explain a computer chip set into someone’s right hand or forehead
when you don’t even know what a computer chip is or even a computer. Imaging if you
were to go back in time 2000 years, how would you explain it to the people in those
days?

| also think that satan wants people to be afraid of this book or even studying the bible
and that he wants us to think that we are to dumb to study the bible. Once he convinces
people that they can’t study the bible on their own, he has them right where he wants
them, and that’s out of God’s word.

Mow, | am no rocket scientist, nor do | have a doctrinal degree in the bible. But | do have
the Holy Spirit to guide and direct me as | study and teach God’s word. But then, so do
you. All you have to do is ask the Holy Spirit to help you and He would be more then
happy to, because God wants us all to study His word and not be ignorant concerning His
word.

T 2 Tim 2:15 (KJV) Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that
needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.

So study God’s word, and test the things that you are being taught here by me at this
website, or in church, or anywhere. This same John who wrote the book of Revelation
tells us the same thing in his first letter.

1 1 John 4:1-3 Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits, whether
they are of God; because many false prophets have gone out into the world. By
this you know the Spirit of God: Every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ
has come in the flesh is of God, and every spirit that does not confess that Jesus
Christ has come in the flesh is not of God. And this is the spirit of the
Antichrist, which you have heard was coming, and is now already in the world.

And don’t be afraid of God’s word, because it will change you into, not only what you
want to be as a Christian, but also what God wants you to be.

T Hebrews 4:12-16 (NLT2) For the word of God is alive and powerful. It is
sharper than the sharpest two-edged sword, cutting between soul and spirit,
between joint and marrow. It exposes our innermost thoughts and desires.
Nothing in all creation is hidden from God. Everything is naked and exposed
before his eyes, and he is the one to whom we are accountable.

So then, since we have a great High Priest who has entered heaven, Jesus the
Son of God, let us hold firmly to what we believe. This High Priest of ours
understands our weaknesses, for he faced all of the same testings we do, yet he



did not sin. So let us come boldly to the throne of our gracious God. There we
will receive his mercy, and we will find grace to help us when we need it most.

Now back to the book of Revelation.

% Rev 1:1-3 The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave Him to show His
servants--things which must shortly take place. And He sent and signified it by
His angel to His servant John, who bore witness to the word of God, and to the
testimony of Jesus Christ, to all things that he saw. Blessed is he who reads and
those who hear the words of this prophecy, and keep those things which are
written in it; for the time is near.

God wanted to warn the world of what was to come, so He told Jesus (in a sense) to
reveal this to His servants.

Jesus in turns sends an angel to get John so he could be told.

John in turn writes the things he was told and saw.

Now we, 2000 years later can read about the things that John saw.

But even though it was written 2,000 years ago, John was writing about things that are
happening today and in the future. Many things we have not seen yet, but will happen,
and after you read about them, you are happy you wont be here to see or experience
them.

God gave this to Jesus who in turn gave it to John, but not only John, but also to all of us
(to show His servants) as believers. As a believer you are a servant of Jesus Christ,
therefore God wants us all to read and understand this book as well as the rest of the
bible.

Have you ever wondered why was John so blessed to see and hear the things that he did
in heaven and was allowed to write this book? Well, one reason is that he was probably
the only disciple left, since all the others may have been put to death by this time. John
was also faithful to Jesus and the spreading of the gospel: who bore witness to the word
of God, and to the testimony of Jesus Christ, to all things that he saw.

We know of John’s faithfulness by reading the Gospel of John that he wrote, which is the
one book in the bible that has been translated into more languages then any other book in
the bible. John also wrote I, 11 & I11 John, which are also great books in the bible to read
and study.

Sure, God could have chosen anyone instead of John. But then God didn’t have to choose
Abraham or Isaac or Moses, in fact if you look at their previous track records you may
wonder why God choose them. But then I ask the same thing about myself. [’'m no one
special, so why would God allow His Son Jesus to die for me?

| may not be worth it in my own eyes, but in God’s eyes, | was worth every minute of
what Jesus endured, and so are you!



In all humility I will never understand why God would choose me to teach His word all
around the world. But then I don’t have to understand it; | just have to be obedient to His
calling in my life! So why was John so blessed to see these things and write about them?
Only God knows why, but aren’t you glad he did!

Continuing in Revelation in verse 3 it says; Blessed is he who reads and those who hear
the words of this prophecy, and keep those things which are written in it; for the time is
near.

Actually, if you think about it, we are blessed with any portion of the bible that we read,
because we are reading the things that God wants us to know, and we learn from God’s
words in the bible. John is reminding us of this, and wants us to know that we are blessed
by God’s word, and we will be blessed by the words in this book, even though most who
read it will not have to experience the things (7 year tribulation) that will take place in it.
If you are a Christian, when we get to chapter 4 you must realize that we as the church
will not be here on the earth, but we will be in heaven (more about that when we get to
Chapter 4).

But still, we are blessed by reading about these things. How so?

| know that every time | read through the book of Revelation and all the things that the
world will have to go through, | feel sorry for those who will have to go through it and |
don’t want anyone I know to have to, even if I don’t care for him or her. That is part of
the blessing as our hearts start to burn with a passion to share the gospel by reading of the
things that are going to happen.

John also records that “for the time is near.” If this was written almost 2,000 years ago,
how could John say that “the time is near*?

If you think about it, the earth is only about 6,000 years old (give or take a century) and
the scientists say that it is billions of years old (which is scientifically impossible). So
6,000 years would be like yesterday next to billions of years ago. But John is talking
more then just billions of years, but about all of eternity.

Here is something to think about. When we get to heaven, one of many things you will
not find anywhere in heaven is a clock. Our 24 hour time is based upon each revolution
of the earth, and our years are based upon the revolving of the earth around the sun. Also,
God will not be wearing a gold watch or an iWatch either.

How do we know this? Because with God there is no time.

1 Psalms 90:4 For a thousand years in Your sight
Are like yesterday when it is past,
And like a watch in the night.

1 2 Peter 3:8 But, beloved, do not forget this one thing, that with the Lord one
day is as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day.



When John was in heaven, he realized this concept and knew that even though it would
take over 2,000 years for these things to happen, that time is to short to be messing
around.

John also remembered what Jesus had said:

T Matt 25:13 Watch therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour in
which the Son of Man is coming.

If you have been an undercover Christian (one that hides his or her Christianity) or have
been playing around with sin, or haven’t made the decision yet to follow Jesus, you are
playing with fire, literally! Because Jesus can come back at any time.

“Yea, I've heard that for years, where is this Jesus you Christians are always talking
about?”” You may be thinking

T Luke 12:45-46 But if that servant says in his heart, "My master is delaying his
coming," and begins to beat the male and female servants, and to eat and drink
and be drunk, the master of that servant will come on a day when he is not
looking for him, and at an hour when he is not aware, and will cut him in two
and appoint him his portion with the unbelievers.

T Mark 13:32-37 But of that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels in
heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. Take heed, watch and pray; for you
do not know when the time is. It is like a man going to a far country, who left
his house and gave authority to his servants, and to each his work, and
commanded the doorkeeper to watch. Watch therefore, for you do not know
when the master of the house is coming--in the evening, at midnight, at the
crowing of the rooster, or in the morning-- lest, coming suddenly, he find you
sleeping.

And what | say to you, I say to all: Watch!

One day the world will say that those darn Christians were right, but they wont be able to
tell us so, because we wont be here.

Think about it like this. If you have a car, you will one day get a flat tire! There is no
getting around it, it has and will happen to everyone. As soon as someone tells you they
had a flat tire, what do you do when go to your car? That’s right, you look at your tires
and see if they are ok, and if they look to worn out then you get new ones. But you still
know it will happen, but since you haven’t had a flat tire for possibly years, you don’t
think about it. So there you are, driving along, minding your own business when all of a
sudden you hear this sound and wonder what it could be. Then you feel the car starting to
pull to one side and the car will start shaking. You just ran over a nail in the road and
have gotten a flat tire. Also this can happen with a new tire as well as an old one.



So whether you are old or young, you have heard, or you are now hearing, that Jesus will
come back and take His church home, which we call the rapture. And just like you don’t
think a flat tire will happen to you, someday it will and you’ll find that | was right. The
same statement is true that you will get left behind unless Jesus is your Lord and Savior.

If you are a Christian, then you wont have time to think about it when it happens, because
it will happen so fast, faster then you can blink an eye before you realize that you are
gone from this earth.

1 1 Cor 15:51-52 Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, but we shall
all be changed-- in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet.
For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we
shall be changed.

So how long is a twinkling of an eye? One website | went to “Focus on the End Times”
(FOTET.ORG) says the following:

The “twinkling of the eye” is the time it takes for light to enter the eye, reach the
back of the eye, and be reflected back out. Light travels at 186,000 miles per
second, so the Twinkle is about one billionth of a second.

The “Blinking” is a bit slower. But still too fast to recognize. A blink lasts
somewhere between 300 and 400 milliseconds, or considerably less than half a
second.

So, we do know that it’s faster then a blink of an eye. Think of a lightening strike in the
sky, if you blink you could miss it, or it can happen so fast that you don’t have time to
even blink before it’s over. You could be sitting there right now reading this, and before
you even know it, or finish reading this sentence, you (and all of us believers) could be
out of here. You wont even have time to think about it because it will happen so fast.

The end of verse 3 says that, “for the time is near.” If you are not saved, it’s time to stop
waiting and saying that you will do it tomorrow. Remember that, today is yesterday’s
tomorrow, so tomorrow is already here. So, what are you waiting for? Salvation can
come to you and your household right now, it’s as simple as king God for it.

John goes on to say who this is written to.
% Rev 1:4a John, to the seven churches which are in Asia:

The first question is, were these seven churches which are in Asia actual churches? The
answer is yes, and they were in the region what we now call Asia Minor, which is a part
of Turkey. Although there were many churches around at the time, these may have been
the main churches. Like we have with Calvary Chapel, or a Baptist or Catholic or other
church, where it is branched off of, and possibly accountable to a main church.



% Rev 1:4b Grace to you and peace from Him who is and who was and who is to
come, and from the seven Spirits who are before His throne,

the seven Spirits: This is speaking of God and the seven spirits represent unity or
completeness. In fact, you will read the number seven, many times in the book of
Revelation, with seven meaning unity or completeness. There are seven days in a week,
seven notes in a music scale, seven colors in a rainbow, seven days of creation and so on.

So who or what are these seven spirits of God?
They are mentioned two more times in the book of Revelation, which give us an idea of
who they are:

T Rev 4:5 And from the throne proceeded lightnings, thunderings, and voices.
Seven lamps of fire were burning before the throne, which are the seven Spirits
of God.

1 Rev 5:6 And I looked, and behold, in the midst of the throne and of the four
living creatures, and in the midst of the elders, stood a Lamb as though it had
been slain, having seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven Spirits of
God sent out into all the earth.

Don’t ask me what they look like, the best John could do was to say that they were,
Seven lamps of fire were burning before the throne and having seven horns and seven
eyes, which are the seven Spirits of God, but we’ll find out when we get there.

3/ Rev 1:5-6 and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn from the
dead, and the ruler over the kings of the earth. To Him who loved us and
washed us from our sins in His own blood, and has made us kings and priests to
His God and Father, to Him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.

Avre these two verses cool or what? | say this because they describe our Lord and Savior
Jesus to a tee.

% Jesus Christ, the faithful witness

We all desire someone who is faithful and that we can depend on. Jesus was without sin
and was faithful to God from His birth until His Death and resurrection. He is also

faithful to us and He will never let us down. You may think that sometimes He is letting
you down, but the truth is that He is watching over us and only allowing the best for us.

v/ the firstborn from the dead,
You may be thinking of Lazarus or others in the bible, both in the Old Testament, as well

as the New Testament, who had died and were brought back to life. So when you read
this you may wonder how can Jesus be the first and not the others?



All the others who died and were raised form the dead, died again. But Jesus rose from
the dead and will never die again.

But scripture is clear that we all must die:
T Heb 9:27 And as it is appointed for men to die once, but after this the judgment,

But we will all (as Christians) be brought back to life when we are in heaven, and we will
be like Jesus, never having to die again. Therefore Jesus was the firstborn from the dead,

3/ the ruler over the kings of the earth.

It may not seem like it now, but Jesus is in control of all things, including over all the
rulers of this earth.

T Romans 13:1 Let every soul be subject to the governing authorities. For there is
no authority except from God, and the authorities that exist are appointed by
God.

And one day Jesus will come and rule and reign on this earth for 1,000 years.

T Rev 20:4 And I saw thrones, and they sat on them, and judgment was
committed to them. Then | saw the souls of those who had been beheaded for
their witness to Jesus and for the word of God, who had not worshiped the beast
or his image, and had not received his mark on their foreheads or on their
hands. And they lived and reigned with Christ for a thousand years.

Jesus reigns now, and He will reign for a thousand years here on the earth, and will
always reign for all eternity.

%Y Him who loved us and washed us from our sins in His own blood,
John also wrote:
T 1 John 1:7 But if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship
with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all

Sin.

Jesus didn’t have to do die for us, but rather He wanted to so that we would spend
eternity in heaven with Him!

1 John 15:12-14 This is My commandment, that you love one another as | have
loved you. Greater love has no one than this, than to lay down one's life for his
friends. You are My friends if you do whatever I command you.

% has made us kings and priests to His God and Father,



When you read the word “us” that includes you and me too. Now how cool is that, and
Peter also says that:

1 1 Peter 2:5 (NLT) And now God is building you, as living stones, into his
spiritual temple. What's more, you are God's holy priests, who offer the
spiritual sacrifices that please him because of Jesus Christ.

What an honor to serve our God and Savior Jesus Christ!
%/ to Him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.

As a Christian, we should not be able to contain ourselves, everyday wanting to give the
Lord, Praise, Glory and Honor, for Who He is and for what He has done for us.

T Rev 15:4 Who shall not fear You, O Lord, and glorify Your name?
For You alone are holy.
For all nations shall come and worship before You,
For Your judgments have been manifested."

Can anyone not say AMEN to that?

Well, that’s it for this week’s study in Revelation. Next week we will continue on in
chapter one.

Maybe invite a friend to join in with us each week, or take these studies and do your own
home bible study, inviting others to learn with us.

May the Lord richly bless you in His love, grace and mercy and may we all prepare
our hearts to live and reign with Jesus Christ our Savior!



