John 15:5 (NLT2)

“Yes, I am the vine; you are the branches. Those who remain in me, and I in them, will
produce much fruit. For apart from me you can do nothing.”

Do you get frustrated at times, thinking that what you are doing is not making a difference in this
world. YOU try and try but it seems that nothing works out like it is supposed to.

Well, one reason is one word in that sentence, which is “you”. We know today’s verse and can
quote it, yet how many of us really live it. Meaning, how many of us are trying by our own
efforts and are failing? We pray, “God this is what I am going to do for You, please bless it.”
Which sounds good and seems to be godly. But, what if that is not God’s plan for you? We seem
to forget what Jesus just said to us, which is “For apart from me you can do nothing.”

Yet too often there are times we are doing apart from God and trying to bring Him glory in our
own way. We seem to forget what Paul tells us about what Jesus said, which is:

T Philippians 4:13 I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.

“Oh yea, theres that verse and I stand on it”’, we think. Which we should, yet once again, what
we are doing, are we doing because God has called us to it, or because we are going on our own
efforts? We say, “I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.” Which is 100% true,
but is He really strengthening us, or are we trying to strengthen ourselves with our own efforts?.

Remember Jesus said:

T John 14:12-14 "Most assuredly, I say to you, he who believes in Me, the works that 1
do he will do also; and greater works than these he will do, because I go to My
Father. And whatever you ask in My name, that I will do, that the Father may be
glorified in the Son. If you ask anything in My name, I will do it.”

In our efforts, are we truly seeking “that the Father may be glorified in the Son” when we do
things apart from Christ Jesus, is God truly getting the glory, or in the end will people say how
great we are? | know that is not our hearts and we would never do that. But God has His ways,
which is higher than our ways. His ways are perfect and better than our ways, no matter how
great we think they are.

T Isaiah 55:9 For as the heavens are higher than the earth, So are My ways higher than
your ways, And My thoughts than your thoughts.

I am not here to discourage you, but rather to encourage you. Because our hearts are in the right
place, but our works must be from Jesus Christ that the Father would be gloried.



So what do we do? The answer is the Sunday morning sitting in the church pew answer. “Pray.”
I know that sounds so simple, but it has more power than we think it does. If it didn’t then the
enemy wouldn’t try to discourage us from praying. But God encourages us to pray, to seek His
face and His ways that He would be glorified.

So you may have your ideas on what you want to do for the Lord, which is great. But don’t tell
the Lord, “This is my plans, please bless it.” But rather pray, “Father, I would like to do this for
You and for Your glory. Is that okay, or do You have something better for me to do?” If you seek
the Lord with all your heart, not with all you own abilities, but with all your heart, you will find
Him, and He will answer you. You never know, He may bless your idea, because it was the Holy
Spirit that laid it upon your heart to do it. But then again, He may have an even greater work for
you to do, that He has been preparing the way for you to do it. But we never know unless we ask,
not tell God what we should do, but once again ask God what we can do for His glory.

T Jeremiah 29:11-13 For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, says the LORD,
thoughts of peace and not of evil, to give you a future and a hope. Then you will call
upon Me and go and pray to Me, and I will listen to you. And you will seek Me and find
Me, when you search for Me with all your heart.

T 2 Corinthians 9:8 (MSG) God can pour on the blessings in astonishing ways so that
you're ready for anything and everything, more than just ready to do what needs to be
done.

T 2 Thessalonians 2:16-17 Now may our Lord Jesus Christ Himself, and our God and
Father, who has loved us and given us everlasting consolation and good hope by
grace, comfort your hearts and establish you in every good word and work.

1 2 Timothy 3:16-17 All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, that the man of
God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work.



