
Exodus 17:4 

 

So Moses cried out to the LORD, saying, "What shall I do with this people? They are almost 

ready to stone me!" 

 

 

Quickly, what is going on in today’s verse. God had saved the children of Israel from the 

Egyptians. Now they are in the wilderness, and there was no water. 

 

 Exodus 17:1 Then all the congregation of the children of Israel set out on their 

journey from the Wilderness of Sin, according to the commandment of the LORD, and 

camped in Rephidim; but there was no water for the people to drink.  

 

But if you think about it, they were where they were “according to the commandment of the 

LORD” which was a place with no water. 

 

“Wait a minute”, you may be thinking, “God led them to a place with no water. That doesn’t 

sound very cool.” But I believe that God had a purpose for bringing them to this place, because 

the end of verse 7 it says that “the children of Israel… tempted the LORD, saying, "Is the 

LORD among us or not?" God knew their hearts and knew that they would question God, even 

though He had caused the Red Sea to part and destroy their enemies. Also, God also provided 

quail for meat and manna for bread for them to eat right before this. But now they had no water, 

so they go to Moses and complained (contended) against Moses. So Moses goes to God and say, 

“What shall I do?” Which is a good question, one we all ask in times of problems. And God 

said. 

 

 Exodus 17:5-6 And the LORD said to Moses, "Go on before the people, and take with 

you some of the elders of Israel. Also take in your hand your rod with which you struck 

the river, and go. Behold, I will stand before you there on the rock in Horeb; and you 

shall strike the rock, and water will come out of it, that the people may drink." And 

Moses did so in the sight of the elders of Israel. 

 

Moses, simply do these things, and I (God) have the rest covered. “I will stand before you there” 

 

Moses, “go on before the people.” Easy 

Moses, “take with you some of the elder.” Easy 

Moses, “take in your hand your rod” Sure, I can do this. Easy 

Moses, then “you shall strike the rock” Super Easy 

Those are all things Moses can do, no problema, Easy Peasy 

Moses, then “water will come out of it, that the people may drink.” Okay… Wait… What? 

Come on God, You think that enough water is going to come out of this rock so over a million 

people can drink it as well as all their livestock if I just strike it with my rod? God, You had me 



at “strike the rock” But this, no way Jose’, I just don’t see it happening. And we would say the 

same thing to the Lord as well! 

 

But what did Moses ask God? Or let’s make it more personal. When we have something going 

on we ask the Lord “What shall I do?” God answered Moses request of “What shall I do?” with 

simple things Moses could do, so that God would do what only He can do so that He (God) 

would be glorified! Moses, take some elders, and take your rod and go to the people and take 

them to the rock, then strike the rock with your rod. Easy Peasy Moses. You got this, because 

these are things you can do, just like you asked Me. But then I will do what you can’t do, and 

that is to answer the peoples request for water in a dry wilderness land. You can’t do it Moses, 

but I (God) can. I just want you to do what you can do, because you asked Me. 

 

I also think of Jesus and Peter, when money was needed to pay the temple tax. Jesus told Peter.  

 

 Matthew 17:27 Nevertheless, lest we offend them, go to the sea, cast in a hook, and 

take the fish that comes up first. And when you have opened its mouth, you will find a 

piece of money; take that and give it to them for Me and you." 

 

Peter, go fishing, you can do that, right! Easy Peasy. 

Our problem is that we take what God tells us to do, but also think the outcome is dependent on 

us as well. If Moses did what God told him to do, and no water came out of the rock, that would 

have been all on God, not Moses. If Peter went fishing and caught a fish, just as Jesus told him to 

do, and there was no coin in it’s mouth, that was all on Jesus, not Peter. 

 

What has God told us (you) to do, and they are simple things, but the outcome seems impossible. 

So we fear doing it because we think that the outcome is dependent on us, and we have to make 

the outcome happen as well. Moses and Peter did not question or doubt God and Jesus, they just 

did what they could do, after all, they asked God, “What shall I do?” and God told them what to 

do. And the outcome, God had it covered. Same with us, just simple obedience to God’s answer 

when we ask, “What shall I do?” just do what the Lord tells us to do and leave the outcome to 

God, because God has it covered, not you or me. 

 

If you ask the Lord “What shall I do?”, He will tell you, just as Jesus said. 

 

 Mark 11:24 Therefore I say to you, whatever things you ask when you pray, believe 

that you receive them, and you will have them.  

 

Easy, Peasy! 

 

 1 Samuel 15:22 So Samuel said: "Has the LORD as great delight in burnt offerings 

and sacrifices, As in obeying the voice of the LORD? Behold, to obey is better than 

sacrifice, And to heed than the fat of rams.  

 



 Isaiah 55:8-9 “For My thoughts are not your thoughts, Nor are your ways My ways,” 

says the LORD. “For as the heavens are higher than the earth, So are My ways higher 

than your ways, And My thoughts than your thoughts.” 


